









	



		



			




				

				
				

				
					

							

											Members Login

				
								 

										About UKFCF
	Sponsors
	Membership
	Events
	Documents
	News
	Contact
	Home




							

					


								

			



			

		






		





	


	



					
				


				
													Members Login

						

												
			
				

						About UKFCF
	Sponsors
	Membership
	Events
	Documents
	News
	Contact
	Home



			
		
	
 

	


	



		
			


	








	

		



		
	
		

			

		
		
		Public-Private Partnerships Will Be Key to “Internet for All” Success 

		
		

	
	


	
		

Insight

“What does a truly connected America look like and how do we get there?” – Connected America 2024 

With continued commitments from industry and historic levels of federal broadband funding, a truly connected America is finally within reach. How we get there – and how successful we are at achieving this goal – will depend on the decisions our policymakers make with these investments.  

Federal and state policymakers must make wise, forward-thinking choices with broadband investments.  

We have already made tremendous progress to bridge the country’s digital divide. The cable industry alone has invested more than $310 billion in infrastructure and networks over the last 20 years. Forty million new U.S. homes subscribed to broadband between 2016 and 2021. 89% of American homes and businesses now have access to gigabit-speed service and 95% of U.S. customers have multiple choices for wired or wireless broadband. 

More work, however, must be done to connect the 8 million Americans still without internet access. These are people who live predominantly in our country’s hardest-to-reach, rural areas, where nearly 1 in 5 rural Americans remain unconnected.  

The $42 billion in Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD) program funds provides us the once-in-a-generation opportunity to close this rural broadband gap. Just as important are the decisions that both federal and state policymakers make with these investments. The success, or failure, of the program will depend on it.  

Every day, internet service providers (ISPs) face countless challenges when building out networks to unserved, rural communities, ranging from tough terrains to bureaucratic contracting rules. ISPs do not need additional, unnecessary barriers – whether physical or regulatory – that make it even more difficult to build out broadband networks.  

Federal agencies need to refrain from enacting policies that will slam the breaks on progress before BEAD fully ramps up. Heavy handed regulation will create uncertainty, depress provider participation, and jeopardise the intent of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.  

On the state level, policymakers must ensure that they are prepared to maximise – not mismanage – the massive sums of BEAD funding coming their way to extend connectivity. They can do so by:  

Encouraging participation and robust competition among experienced providers. 

Removing obstacles that slow deployment like unreasonable terms for access to utility poles. 

Prioritising directing grants first to communities still awaiting any service, before being funneled to areas that already have internet access or are already scheduled to receive access. 

Public-Private Partnerships: Proven Success in Extending Networks On-Time & On-Budget  

Additionally, leaders should leverage the expertise and resources of the private sector. With hundreds of projects already underway and many more to begin in the coming years, the cable industry has a longstanding track record of building out the networks on-time and on-budget. These are the 10G future-ready networks that are transforming communities and powering innovation. Our massive team of skilled professionals are equipped with the technical, managerial, and financial expertise needed to not only build these networks, but to maintain and upgrade them through decades to come.  

 *** 

The cable industry stands ready to build out our networks to reach as many Americans as possible and help the Administration bring “Internet for All.” Together, we can – and will – get the job done.   

Learn more about NCTA – the Internet & Television Association’s efforts to connect every American here.  



	


	






		
		
		Virgin Media and Nexfibre Add 13,000 York UK Homes to FTTP Cover

		
		

	
	


	
		

Broadband ISP Virgin Media UK (VMO2) has today announced that more than 13,000 additional homes and businesses in the Cathedral City of York (North Yorkshire, England) can now access their new 2Gbps speed Fibre-to-the-Premises (FTTP) network, which was made possible by nexfibre’s network expansion. York is only the latest in a long list of VMO2 […]

	


	






		
		
		Scotland Set to Tender for Rural Project Gigabit Broadband Rollout

		
		

	
	


	
		

The Scottish Government and the Building Digital UK (BDUK) agency have quietly revealed that they intend to publish the first official contract notice for the Project Gigabit broadband rollout scheme in Scotland, starting this month. Some £450m has already been allocated (here) to help this project spread 1Gbps speeds across rural Scotland. At present, around […]

	


	






		
		
		Vodafone UK Set 5G Standalone Coverage Target for Scotland

		
		

	
	


	
		

Vodafone has reaffirmed its commitment to providing 5G Standalone (5GSA) tech to nearly 90% of Scotland’s landmass by 2034 as a result of its proposed merger with Three UK. The operator also commits to exceeding the UK Government’s Shared Rural Network target of bringing 4G to 74% of Scotland’s geography by pushing it to over […]

	


	






		
		
		Netomnia Target FTTP Broadband for 2 Million UK Premises by 2025

		
		

	
	


	
		

Broadband operator Netomnia (YouFibre) has revealed that their 10Gbps capable Fibre-to-the-Premises (FTTP) network, which recently covered 850,000 UK premises (up from 730k in Nov 2023), is currently planned to reach 1.5 million premises next year. But they also hold a tentative ambition to push that up to 2 million by the end of 2025. The […]

	


	






		
		
		Belgian cable operator Telenet to enter EV market 

		
		

	
	


	
		

News

The move will begin on 1st April this year 

Belgian cable operator Telenet, which is wholly owned by Liberty Global, has announced that it will enter into the energy market in April as it launches its new service “Blossom”, which will be used for the installation and running of at home charging stations for electric cars. 

Blossom will be spun out as separate company under the Telenet group, which will initially focus on focus on installing and activating smart charging stations for the employees of companies, with private customers coming later. 

According to Telenet, there will be 1.7 million electric vehicles on the road in Belgium by 2030 with 65% of vehicle charging done at home. The estimate that 800,000 home charging stations will be installed by the end of the decade, but currently, say Telenet, the user experience is not adequate. 

The ambition behind the project is clear. According to a press release, Telenet aims for Blossom to “to become an ally to customers in the energy transition by providing innovative and simple home solutions. Specifically, Blossom will start offering a service to smartly charge electric vehicles at home. Initially, the focus will lie on the corporate market. In a later phase, Blossom will also offer charging services directly to self-employed workers and private customers.” 

Blossom will partner with Scoptvision, Optimile, and Unit-T, amongst others, to launch the company. 

“By placing renewed emphasis on the ongoing digitization of our society, as well as the rapid electrification of our mobility, we can optimize both the installation and management of home charging stations through a unique digital platform,” said Telenet CEO John Porter. “This way, we can simplify the lives of both employees and employers and create a win-win for both parties,” he continued. 

Parent company Liberty Global launched a similar service in the UK in 2022 with a venture called “Egg”. The service will, amongst other things, provide subscription-based electric vehicle charging. The subscription model had not been available in the UK before, and Liberty Global say “customers benefit from ongoing maintenance and technical support, all included in a monthly £30 fee and without any up-front fees”. 

This is a great example of a company in the broadband and telco industry going beyond their usual connectivity realm – and is the type of thing we’re looking for to win “The Beyond Connectivity” award at this year’s World Communication Awards – held in London this December.  

The winner of this award will have developed a product or service that moves beyond the traditional connectivity-based offerings, into new business areas or new market segments – enter now! 

Also in the news:

BT wins £26m contract to connect UK schools

Apple fined €1.8bn by European Commission over Spotify row

Japan to reduce regulatory pressure on incumbent NTT





	


	






		
		
		London ISP Community Fibre Cuts More Jobs, Outsources Support

		
		

	
	


	
		

Network operator and UK broadband ISP CommunityFibre, which is building a 10Gbps capable Fibre-to-the-Premises (FTTP) network across London and some surrounding areas, has this afternoon confirmed to ISPreview that its making another round of redundancies and is outsourcing customer support to South Africa. Just to recap. The operator, which also owns Box Broadband – a […]

	


	






		
		
		T Mobile and Lumos Networks could create US JV 

		
		

	
	


	
		

News

The project would see T-Mobile US building its own fibre network, starting in Virginia 

According to a report from German new source Handelsblatt, T-Mobile, the US’s second largest wireless carrier, is in discussions to enter a joint venture (JV) with US-based fibre network operator Lumos Networks to build fibre networks in the US. 

The T-Mobile fibre website states that the company currently ongoing fibre sales in thirteen US states, which does not currently include Virginia.  Lumos Networks, however, currently have operations in Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina, providing fibre connections to 300,000 across these states – aiming to pass 1 million by 2026. 

The German article states that according to sources at T-Mobile’s parent company Deutsche Telekom, T-Mobile could invest as much as $1 billion in the JV.  

T-Mobile have so far declined to comment on the report. 

Back in 2022, Bloomberg reported that T Mobile US was exploring its options to build a US fibre network, and had hired investment banking firm Citigroup to advise on potential candidates. Here, Bloomberg noted that exploration into the fibre industry would require several billions of dollars of investment. 

Keep up to date with the latest international telecoms news by subscribing to the Total Telecom daily newsletter 



Also in the news:

Virgin Media O2 Breaks New Ground with Smart Pole Trial  

Swisscom to acquire Vodafone Italia for €8bn 

UK Government cracks down on telegraph pole deployment 



	


	






		
		
		Mobile Operator VOXI UK Launch New Handset Payment Terms

		
		

	
	


	
		

Contract-free mobile operator VOXI, which is a virtual network operator (MVNO) sibling of Vodafone, has today introduced new payment terms alongside PayPal to support customers who are looking for more options to help spread the cost of their mobile handset (i.e. applicable when mobile plans are taken with an included handset). The changes mean that […]

	


	






		
		
		DCF Report Examines Future UK Broadband Needs and Take-up

		
		

	
	


	
		

The Digital Connectivity Forum, which is an industry think-tank for the UK Government, has published a new “advanced connectivity” report that analyses “full fibre” (FTTP) broadband and 5G mobile deployments, take-up and use cases to understand the key barriers and drivers of adoption, as well as what we might need in the future. Since the […]
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